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The focus of this multi-school project was to implement inquiry in the junior grades. The team 

of seven teachers from seven elementary GECDSB schools, supported by an instructional 

coach, a consultant, and a principal, gathered together to explore the impa

working through the inquiry process on their ability to become agents of their own learning. 

Most of the teachers previously or currently worked as coaches or had engaged in classroom 

social justice inquiries. 

The purpose of the study was to

their own learning; (b) find evidence of their growing metacognitive skills; (c) find out what 

they think about their own learning and what they know about themselves as learners; and 

(d) understand strategies students use to overcome obstacles in their learning. 

About 160 students from Grades 4

either because their teachers thought that they are not reaching their academic potential, or 

because their agency was underdeveloped.

Data suggested that inquiry empowered students to take charge of their own learning; they 

wanted to explore ‘their’ questions that they had initiated. In several marker students it was 

noted that they could independently

create and follow their own learning plan. Students could articulate how to organize and 

plan their learning together. 

Teachers provided the following recommendations: 

� Focus on social-emotional learn

� Consider keeping students more than one year

� Explore ways to document learning during inquiry in further study

� Continue to support teams of teachers in inquiry to support their understanding of 

inquiry, planning for inquir

the curriculum. 
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school project was to implement inquiry in the junior grades. The team 

of seven teachers from seven elementary GECDSB schools, supported by an instructional 

coach, a consultant, and a principal, gathered together to explore the impa

working through the inquiry process on their ability to become agents of their own learning. 

Most of the teachers previously or currently worked as coaches or had engaged in classroom 

The purpose of the study was to (a) understand how inquiry has helped students be agents of 

their own learning; (b) find evidence of their growing metacognitive skills; (c) find out what 

they think about their own learning and what they know about themselves as learners; and 

and strategies students use to overcome obstacles in their learning. 

from Grades 4-6 participated. Twenty marker students were selected

either because their teachers thought that they are not reaching their academic potential, or 

underdeveloped. 

Data suggested that inquiry empowered students to take charge of their own learning; they 

wanted to explore ‘their’ questions that they had initiated. In several marker students it was 

noted that they could independently identify their own learning styles and preferences and 

create and follow their own learning plan. Students could articulate how to organize and 

eachers provided the following recommendations:  

emotional learning at the beginning of the year  

Consider keeping students more than one year 

Explore ways to document learning during inquiry in further study 

Continue to support teams of teachers in inquiry to support their understanding of 

inquiry, planning for inquiry and their development of provocations and big ideas for 
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school project was to implement inquiry in the junior grades. The team 

of seven teachers from seven elementary GECDSB schools, supported by an instructional 

coach, a consultant, and a principal, gathered together to explore the impact of students 

working through the inquiry process on their ability to become agents of their own learning. 

Most of the teachers previously or currently worked as coaches or had engaged in classroom 

(a) understand how inquiry has helped students be agents of 

their own learning; (b) find evidence of their growing metacognitive skills; (c) find out what 

they think about their own learning and what they know about themselves as learners; and 

and strategies students use to overcome obstacles in their learning.  

Twenty marker students were selected, 

either because their teachers thought that they are not reaching their academic potential, or 

Data suggested that inquiry empowered students to take charge of their own learning; they 

wanted to explore ‘their’ questions that they had initiated. In several marker students it was 

identify their own learning styles and preferences and 

create and follow their own learning plan. Students could articulate how to organize and 

Continue to support teams of teachers in inquiry to support their understanding of 

y and their development of provocations and big ideas for 


