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Toward Critical Digital Literacies: 

Muslim Youth Making Media 

(Researcher Perspectives) 

Dr. Diane Watt, Werklund School of Education 

 What is this research about? 

Muslim youth represent their perspectives through 

digital media making. 

 

What were the research questions? 

How might the making media practices of Muslim 

girls inform critical digital literacy practices and 

theory?   

 

Why does this matter? 

Digital technologies permit youth – especially 

those from marginalized communities -- to speak 

back to media portrayals.  

 

What did we do? 

Made videos and shared them with others. 

 

What did we learn? 

Media making is a key component of critical 

literacy in the digital age; Students & teachers 

take on new roles in the digital classroom.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

Photovoice, Muslim Youth and 

Voguing the Veil 
Saba Alvi, PhD  

 

(Researcher perspectives) 

(R 

What is this research about? 
This paper explores how a group of 4 hijabi fashionistas, through the process of photovoice, 

negotiate and perform their identities as Canadian Muslim women who veil. 

 

What were the research questions? 
What does it mean to ‘Vogue the Veil?’ 

How does Voguing the Veil inform one’s identity as a Canadian Muslim? 

 

Why does this matter? 
Veiling becomes a form of public pedagogy as the women share personally taken 

photographs, at times provocative and raw, of their public and private lives. The use of these 

images alongside an advocacy and participatory paradigm gives readers a voyeuristic glimpse 

of how Muslim women in Canada shift through subjectivities as they enter into various spaces 

and places, and in doing so, negating the many stereotypes that may exist about veiling.  

 

What did we do? 

Participants used digital photography accompanied by journaling to explore their 

identities as new age Canadian hijabis.  

 

What did we learn? 

Veiling is Canadian. 

 



 

 

 

Extending the Ijtihadi Framework: 

Deconstructing Muslims’ Use of Computer 

Technology in Canadian Islamic Schools 

(Administrator/Researcher Perspectives) 
 

Dr. Mohammed Saleem, School Principal 

Abraar Islamic School, Ottawa, Ontario 

 Informed by the implementation of computers in American public schools as well as 

research on the historical and current interaction of Muslims with technology in general 

and particularly in Sunni American Islamic Schools, this case study seeks to deconstruct 

the various responses to computer technology by Muslim educators in Canadian Sunni 

Islamic schools. Teachers’ holistic interpretation of Islam as Dīn motivates them to see 

themselves as a murabbī rather than as just a teacher. Thus, issues of ḥalāl and ḥarām 

become important factors in the implementation of computer technology. Teachers’ 

views on technology are also shaped by the context of living in the Muslim Diaspora 

within the United States and Canada. This study extend’s Saettler’s (2004) tracing of 

paradigm shifts in the field of educational technology by examining how teachers use 

the Islamic lens in determining computer use. The Ijtihādi Framework, a framework that 

explains the various responses of Muslim educators in Islamic schools to computer 

technology is proposed. This framework focuses on the process by which Muslims make 

decisions in regards to the use of technology providing greater insight on the interaction 

of Muslims with technology. 

The Islamic school is a space 

full of tensions that the 

students and staff negotiate 

on a daily basis. Therefore, 

findings from studies of 

Islamic schools can help 

assuage contemporary 

cross-cultural conflicts. 

 

 

 

 
The Ijtihādi Framework 
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 PS: Personal Situatednes-knowledge, skill, experience, culture, type of use, religious 

inclinations and commitment, profession, values; PL: The Pragmatic Lens-practicality 

ethic, utility, cost, majority culture; IL: The Islamic Lens-Qur`ān, Sunnah, Ijmā’; T: 

Technology 


