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Their video, 10 Types of Somali Girls, went viral 

globally, drew the attention of mainstream media 

like CBC Radio, led to a successful media 

internship with United Nations Association in 

Canada, and so far has over half a million views 

on YouTube alone. In this presentation, we walk 

participants through the conception, challenges, 

and lessons learned through the process of 

creating a Media Production company, catered 

to the respected communities of the Somali-

Canadian female post-secondary students who 

head it.  

The themes that will be covered include their 

experience with media making and media 

representation prior to the company, the reasons 

that lead up to their entry into media making, 

their experiences with YouTube and going viral, 

the response from mainstream media and under-

represented and marginalized groups worldwide, 

the lessons they’ve learned thus far, and an 

outline of ongoing short-term and long-term 

projects. 
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Media Making at Tarbiyah: 

Muslim Girls Represent Themselves 
(Youth and Teacher Perspectives) 

Ghazala Choudhary, Teacher & Administrator            

High School English Teacher, &                         

Two female high school students  

 

 

Ghazala will introduce Tarbiyah School and the 

media-making project their high school 

students are participating in with Diane Watt, 

which consists of a voluntary media club. They 

discuss the reasons the school decided to 

become involved in the project and their 

experiences of the process so far.  

 

Using various digital devices – including the 

iPad as camera and editing tool -- Tarbiyah 

students represent their own identities and 

perspectives on the world for an outside 

audience. Each girl is shooting a 2-minute 

digital film that may eventually be edited and 

included in a longer documentary intended for 

teacher education and community audiences. 

The girls share their experiences of what it 

means to them to be involved in the media-

making process. 

 


